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We in America have gone to the opposite tack. We have been
unwilling to risk anything physical. We say, "Oh my children are
Jewish. They will stay Jewish. Why should I risk anything. Why
should I stay closed on Shabbos or Yontif? I won't risk anything
physical for spiritual values. 1I’1ll send my child to a school
with no Jews and no hillel and he cannot keep kosher. He'll
still stay a Jew."' But we know he will not stay a Jew. In
Americe we are not willing to risk anything physical in order to
save the spiritual. As a result, we are having a spiritual
holocaust here with 60-70% of our young people intermarrying and
assimilating. We have to assume risk in both areas. 1In life we

have to interact with life.

That’s, of course, why on Pesach, too, we are commanded to eat
matzah. What is the difference between matzah and chometz? The
only difference is that water has no touched the flour for more
than 18 minutes. If it does it is chometz; if not it is matzah.
Therefore, we have to be very careful when we make matzah that
water does not touch it for more than 18 minutes. Of course, we
could make matzah out of corn and rice and not wheat, and then we
would not have to worry about the whole concept of chometz at all
because rice and corn cannot become chometz if water touches them
for more than 18 minutes. Instead, we make our matzah out of
wheat (before Pesach, of course), but why should we even make it
out of wheat? 1If we made it out of corn and rice we would not
have any problem with chometz. The answer is that G-d wants us
to be part of life, and life includes risk, and Pesach is about

teaching us the risk.
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The same thing is true when we make kiddush every Friday. When
we make kiddush and drink 4 cups of wine during the seder we are
taking a risk. The rabbis knew wine has a detrimental effect on
human behavior. In fact, they say after a person takes one or 2
glasses he becomes like a lamb; if he takes 3 or & glasses, he
becomes like a lion, courageous, mock courage; if he drinks 5 or
6 he becomes like a monkey and wants to monkey around; and if he
drinks ? or 8 he becomes like a pig rolling over in the dirt.
Wine has the capacity to make us act in ways unbecoming a human
being, but the rabbis did not ban wine because it also has a good
use. It adds to the joy of the holiday, but we know it must be
limited, MWe must take risks but limited risks. Someone told me
yesterday, "You know, Rabbi, maybe freedom isn’t so good because
I know several friends who have changed religion and stopped
being Jews. Maybe we shouldn’t have this much freedom.” I said,
“No, G-d wants us to have this freedom, because if we don’t have
this freedom it could be much worse for us. Most other Jews
would be forced, many times, to give up their religion.” We need
to have a certain amount of risk in the world in order to
practice our religion and be fine human beings, but this risk
must be limited. It must be both spiritual and physical. It
cannot be one or the other. I know people always ask me, °“Rabbi,
wouldn’t you have liked to live in the days of Rabbi Akiba?" I
always say no because in those days half the children died, and I
did not want to see half my children die. In fact, it was
happening to children, too, in Europe until less than 100 years
ago. Because we modern medicine and science children live now.
0f course, I met a rabbi who lived through the Holocaust. He

said, "Well, that may be so, Rabbi. Maybe in those days half the

children died, but sll my children died because of the Holocaust,
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because of the modern scientific advances put in the wrong hands.
Rabbi, I would have liked to have lived in the days of Rabbi
Akiba because they half my children would have lived. They would
not all have died as they did under Hitler.® I can sympathize
with his position, but I cannot agree with it because we all must
assume risk in the world. There is risk, too, that medicine can
be used for bad or good. There is risk that modern advances can
be used for bad as well as for good, but it is a risk that we

should be willing to take as long as we balance the risk

That’s why those who are on the ultra-right and do not want their
children to have any secular education, etc. are making a
mistake, a destructive mistake. When these children grow up they
will not be able to earn a living and they will be forced to be
Machaul Shabbos or be immoral or other things in order to earn a
living. On the other hand, though, those Jews who are not
willing to risk anything to have their children live Jewish lives
and are only interested in economic well being and are not
willing to sacrifice any of their economic well being or put it
at risk in order to assure their children’'s spiritual future are
also making a mistake. There are many people who do not want to
send their children to a Jewish school to be just with Jews.
Maybe it is not &s good as Harvard, Yale, etc. Here they are not
even risking anything. Their children can still get MBA's and be
doctors and lawyers. They do not even want to do that. They do
not want to risk the smallest amount for the sake of spiritual
development. Parents who will not keep their children out of
school on yontif because maybe their children will not get an A+
and get into the best college. They are not willing to risk

anything for spiritual values. We must be willing to risk for
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spiritual values, and we have to risk both spiritual and physical
values if Judaism is to succeed. Unfortunately, people want to
get out of life. They want a fake type of life, but life has
risk. You can never get rid of risk. VYou just have to risk the
right way. You cannot make up a life of no risk. Those boys who
stay in a kolel feel that they dare not risk anything spiritual,
they really are, because when the time comes to earn a living
they are going to have a very tough time. Those people who feel
they are not risking anything by sending their children to
schools with no hillel or Jewish facilities, they are risking,

too. They are risking their children’s epiritual future.

I am reminded of the story of a mother pushing her baby carriage
along the road. Another woman came up and said, "What a
beautiful baby! The mother said, "Oh, that's nothing. Let me
show you her pictures and you'll see how beautiful she really
is.” In other words, the real thing was not adequate for her,
only some sort of make believe picture was. 1In life, the
Hagaddah tells us, we have to take risk. We just have to balance
the spiritual and physical risk. If we do that, we are assured
that we will survive as a Jewish people survived who sacrificed
both in the spiritual and physical realm. They took matzah, they
book Korban Pesach in order to ensure the Jewish future. May we

all have this future. Amen
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Today is Shabbos Cholmoed of Pesach. Today we read a special
Torah portion in which we learn how 6-d told Moshe he could never
know G-d's front, only His back, which, of course, we take to
mean we can only know G6-d’s steps in history retrospectively but
not prospectively. We can only see how G-d acted in history
after the history has taken place, but we cannot predict the
future. Our understand is murky, ambiguous. When it comes to
making decisions in life, we do not have all the facts. We do
not know which is the right course. We must choose based upon
faith. That is why we all need 6-d’s help, because when we make
decisions we are all taking a risk. We do not know if it will be
a right or wrong decision. This is, of course, true with the
major decisions in life, who we are going to marry. We do not
interview 2 billion women before deciding which to marry or when
it comes to choosing an occupation. We do not go through 500
occupations before choosing one that is correct for us. When we
make decisions in life we must make them based in large part on
faith. That’s why, of course, we need prayer and 6-d’s help. It
is not like & childlike understanding of praying to 6-d for just
your food and clothing, etc. This is true, but mainly what we
pray for G-d is for help so when we make decisions we will make
the right ones, or if we make wrong decisions we will quickly
realize it and change course. Life is filled with risk. Every
part of life has to do with risk. We risk to make decisions.
Some are right and some are wrong. We hope and pray to G-d thst
He will let us make only right decisions, but if we do make a
wrong decision we will realize it quickly so we can change them.

Unfortunately, there are many people who are bullheaded and
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stubborn, and even when they make the wrong deicision, and they
persist. There are other cowardly people who do not make
decisions at all or take any risk. That, in itself, is a
decision and they, of course, many times suffer because they did
not make any decision. There are other people who always want to
come down on the right side, so they delay their decision until
the situation clarifies and they know which is the right
decision. These people, of course, are not trusted and cannot be
leaders because these people are not willing to risk. They are
not willing to risk their reputation or anything in the pursuit
of their job so, therefore, they are never given leadership

positions and they are shunted aside.

Pesach really talks about risk, the risk the Jewish people
assumed when they left Egypt. After all, they left Egypt with
nothing, just with matzah. They left a secure situation in
Egypt. True, they were slaves but they had food, sheiter. They
worked very, very hard, but the basic necessities of life were
taken care of. It is like todar in prisons today in the United
States where many people actually like to be prison. I used to
visit the prisons regularly. These people could not make it on
the outside and liked the security of the prison where they had
three meals a day, clothes, a certain regime to go through.
There are especially children raised in orphanages who love
institutions. They never wanted to leave the orphanages. They
never developed a personality which was independent. This, of
course, is why we do not have orphanages today but foster homes
instead. We found that institutionalized children could not make

it in the world because they only have an institutional type

personality. When it comes to life we must all take risks. We
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must know how to take risks. We must take risks limited by
reality. MWe cannot take stupid risks. Judaism prohibits us to
take risks which endanger our life, in most instances. It would
really be against Jewish law to earn your living as a tightrope
walker in the circus where you are taking a risk all the time for
no real reason. To take a risk to help others, to save people,

that would be a different situation.

The Hagaddah speaks about risks, about the risk the Jewish people
took when they left Egypt, about the risk they took when they
sacrificed the lamb. Was this a fitting risk? They risked their
lives. The Egyptians could have turned them for sacrificing
their god that the spirit Aries inhabited at that time of year.
The Hagaddah defines for us how we are to risk. There are two
elements to risk: spiritual and physical. We have to do both.
That's why when we read the Shecheeonu after kiddush we read,
"Shecheeonu V’'Cheemonu Vigyonu Lasmanaze - G-d Who has caused us
to stay alive and sustained us and caused us to reach this time."
Why do we have to say “Shecheeonu V’'Keemonu - kept us alive and
sustained us"? They seem to be the same thing. Why do we need
two expressions? The rabbis explain we need these two
expressions because one is referring to our spiritual life.
Chayim is life. Keeyem just means to exist, to fulfill our basic
animal needs of food and shelter and clothing. Man needs more
than that. There are many views of what man needs in order to
keep his spirit alive, in order to want to live, in order not to
be depressed. Of course, Freud talked about a basic drive being
sex, and Adler talked about it being power, and Jung talked about

it being primordal symbols. There is a new philosophy by a man

called Victor Frankel who formed a psychiatry called logotherapy,
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who said man needs meaning in life. Without meaning, without
hope, man shrivels up and dies and becomes a depressed creature
which does depressing things. He, himself, was a Holocaust
survivor, and he noticed it in the concentration camps. Only
those people with hope for the future survived, assuming, of
course, that they were not gassed or shot, but in the
concentration there were many people who just gave up. They were
called "musselmen”. They just could not stand the degradation
and horror and they just gave up and withered away and died.
Those people who had the strength to endure because they had a
hope that they were suffering for a reason, a cause, that the
world should know about this, that the world should never ever do
this again, that they were suffering for & purpose to teach man
and man’s inhumanity to man so that this should never happen
again. People need hope in life. People need meaning in life.
That’s why it first says "Shecheeonu® referring to the spiritual
things, and then it says "Keeyonu®' referring to the physical

things.

That’s why, too, when we begin the Hagaddah we invite in the poor
people, and, of course, the question be asked, what do you mean
we are inviting in the poor people? Our door is closed. How can
we invite them at this particular time of the seder? We would
have to invite them before. When we say "Koldichen Yaisev
V’Yaicho Koldichen Yaisev Yeesach' we are referring not to people
outside but to the people at the seder, the people at the seder
who are poor, people who are relatives and friends who many times
need financial support and help which we meny times turn away and
do not want to give them. They need more than that. They need

spiritual help. They need hope. They need to have belief.
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let them come and eat” referring to physical things, and then we
say, "All who are in need let them come and enjoy the Pesach”
which has to do with spiritual things. In Egypt the Jewish
people risked. They risked both the spiritual and the physical.
They risked the physical by being willing to go out into the
desert with only matzah. They risked for a spiritual thing.

They knew they had to go out into the desert. They had to go get
a Torah. They had to be spiritually keen. For the sake of
spiritual things they were willing to risk their physical and
economic well being, and for the sake of their economic well
being they were willing to risk the spiritual, too. They were
willing to sacrifice lamb on the 10th day of Nisan right before
the Exodus. This, of course, would endanger their livelihood,
too. They Egyptians would say, “You are making fun of our god.
We will not give you anything or help you." The whole seder
teaches us how to assume risks, but we have to limit the risks.
You should not risk just everything spiritual or physical. We
have to risk in both areas in order for us to lead 2 good life
The people in Europe before the Second World War made a terrible
mistake, especially the religious leadership. They were not
willing to risk anything spiritual. They said, “Oh, we had a
good life in the shtetel for one thousand years, we will have
another thousand years in the shtetel ahead of us. We should not
90 to America, to Israel. We should not waste anything on the
modern world because it will corrupt our religious practices. We
should just stay here.” They did not realize their whole
physical being was being threatened. They, of course, paid for

it when Hitler and the Holocaust came.




